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a resume of the Discoveries of Layard, 
&c. ; the third volume of Uhleman's Man- 
ual of Egyptian Antiquities ; Schiller and 
Charlotte, a Biographical Treatise, by 
Madame de Gleichen, Schiller's daughter; 
and a work on Mirabeau, by Theodore 
Mundt. 

Encouraged by the success that has 
attended the examination of the Venetian 
archives, and the publication of the cor- 
respondence of the Venetian Ambassadors, 
similar researches have been made, with 
a view to the publication of the results, 
into the archives of Milan. One work has 
already been published, and is called " De- 
spatches of Milanese Ambassadors, relat- 
ing to the campaigns of Charles the Bold, 
Duke of Burgundy, from 1474 to 1477." 

The Academie des Jeux Floraux, at 
Toulouse, has offered a prize for the best 
essay on the question, " What is the rea- 
son that the haute comedie, properly so 
called, is entirely vanishing from the stage, 
in order to be supplanted by dramatic 
compositions, the tone and tendency of 
which are an offence to the morals, as 
well as to the dramatic art itself?" The 
prize is to be awarded at the next annual 
fete of the Academie, in May, 1859. 

Amongst recent French publications of 
interest will be found A History of the First 
Three Centuries of the Christian Church, 
by M. E. de Pressense, editor of the Revue 
Chretienne ; Polybus, or the Conquest of 
Greece by the Romans, by M. Fustel de 
Coulanges ; a reprint of the Chronique de 
Charles VII., by M. Vallet de Viriville ; 
The Ethnology of Gaul, by M. Roget; 
The Curiosities of French History, by 
P. L. Jacob, " Bibliophile ;" the second 
volume of the Memoirs of Prince Eugene ; 
The Memoirs of Margarite de Valois,with 
notes by M. Ludovic Lalanne ; Madame 
de Montmorency, by M. Amedee Renee, 
Author of the Nieces de Mazarin ; The 
Nobleness in France before and after 
1789, by M. Ed. de Barthelemy ; and an 
heraldic work called Nohiliana, by M. A. 
Chassant. French fiction of a high class 
seems, for the present at least, almost 
extinct. Translations of Martin Chuz- 
zlewit, The Dead Secret, by Wilkie Col- 
lins, and Scenes of Russian Life, by 
Tourqueneff, have been added to the col- 
lection of M. M. Hachette. 

M. Blot, the venerable French savant, 
is about to publish at Paris, in three vol- 
umes, a selection of his literary and scien- 
tific labors, under the title of Melanges 
Scientifiques el Literaires. 




F0J1EIGN ART ITEMS. 



E have the announcement of 
the death of Ary Scheffer 
(June 15th), many of whose pic- 
tures are familiar to the Ameri- 
can public. Born in Holland, 
in 1795, Scheffer was reared in 
France, where his artistic education was 
completed under the celebrated Guevin, 
many of whose peculiarities he has perpet- 
uated. He is considered as the founder of 
the recent French romantic school — his 
forte lays in historical and genre painting. 
Critics complain, that while his singular 
coloring and original vigor of style, are 
lavished on the main figures of his pic- 
tures, details are too apt to be neglected ; 
and that the worst defects of a novice may 
be pointed out in his back grounds. A 
tendency to strain after startling and su- 
perhuman effects is also noticeable, and 
extremely disagreeable to the eyes of con- 
noisseurs, rendering his portraits to the 
last degree exceptionable. Among his 
best pictures may be mentioned the 
" Christos Consolator," and the " Meeting 
of Francesca da Rimini and her Lover 
with Dante in Hell." Two of his worst 
productions, the " Temptation on the 
Mount," and the "Dead Christ," have 
been exhibited in this country. A por- 
trait of Mrs. Auguste Belmonte was 
among his latest labors. 

At a recent auction sale in London, an 
accredited portrait of Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds, painted by himself before he went 
to Italy, and before he met with the fall 
from a horse in Minorca, which cut and 
disfigured his lip for ever afterwards, was 
sold for Sl,350. The picture created a 
great sensation at the moment of sale, 
and the announcement that it had been 
secured for the National Portrait Gallery 
was received with prolonged applause. 
" The Magdalen" of Titian was sold for 
S2,500. "The Virgin and Child," by 
Murillo, sold for §7,500. The thirty- 
seven pictures in the sale brought an 
aggregate of $-11,280 ! 

Munich is to iake its place in the list 
of cities which have followed in the wake 
of London in making "Great Exhibitions." 
In the Crystal Palace of Munich there is 
to be collected examples of the art of all 
Germany during the past century. It is 
proposed to commence the show in Julv, 
and it will probably remain open till Oc- 
tober. 



The London Art Journal says, that 
Leutze is about to take up his residence 
in Paris, in consequence of some dissatis- 
faction he feels with the connoisseurs of 
Dusseldorf, at their reception of a recent 
work. The Journal calls him " the dis- 
tinguished German painter." 

M. Gaudet, a pupil of Daguerre, has 
made an invention, which, it is said, may 
possibly supplant the stereoscope. He 
calls his apparatus the " Monostereo- 
scope," because it represents only one 
subject, and because his pictures can be 
seen Jpom each point of view, and by 
several persons at the same time. The 
optical effect of the Monostereoscope is 
said to be still more natural and life-like 
than that of the common stereoscope ; as 
the subjects stand out even more in relief, 
and can also be submitted to microscopic 
observation. 

"Horace Vernet has just finished a mag- 
nificent representation of the capture of the 
Malakoff. The moment chosen for repre- 
sentation is that when Gen. McMahon was 
advised to abandon once more his position, 
and when he sternly refused to do so. A 
letter from Paris says — " The painting is 
a highly successful and terribly real ex- 
pression of the dreadful scene. On the 
summit of the mound waves a huge, but 
torn and rent French naval standard, 
painted with great exactness from the 
actual banner borne during the assault, and 
which, marked by the numberless balls 
and explosions, the great artist kept be- 
fore his eye during the progress of the 
work, to inspire him with greater reality 
of feeling." 

On a bust canvas is sketched the last 
inspiration of Scheffer's genius ; the last 
and completest revelation, in an incom- 
plete form, of Scheffer's individuality. 
Below is being enacted 

the riddle of this painful earth ; 

Martyrs, heroes, the good, the great, the 
sufferers in the cause of God and man ; 
those who have loved, who have hoped, 
who have striven, who have aspired, lay 
crushed and prostrated by death, by tyran- 
ny, by persecution, by ingratitude, by 
injustice ; they have drunk the cup of 
suffering to the dregs ; " It is finished," 
and they could give up the ghost. But not 
to lie long in " cold obstruction." " Can 
these bones live V Like the prophet of 
old. we witness their resuscitation ; they 
wake, they move, a power not their own 
raises them on their feet ; they look up- 
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wards, eyes, hands, souls are lifted ; slow- 
ly, surely, irresistibly they mount, they 
mount to where the Saviour awaits them, 
and gradually as they emerge from the 
vapors of blood, and fire, and smoke, to 
where "the light of His countenance" 
gleams on them, their faces change and 
calm, and grow serene, hopeful, satisfied, 
radiant; and among archangels and all 
the host of heaven they learn the meaning 
of the words, "When death shall be swal- 
lowed up in victory." Such is the plan 
of Les Doleures de la Terre, one of the 
greatest pictures ever imagined by man. 

No less than three new processes of 
electrotyping have been discovered in 
France during the last half-year. One 
of these is that of M. M. Christofi and 
Bouillet, intended to give strength to the 
finished article. It is accomplished by 
leaving an opening in the back of the thin 
electrotype shell, through which opening 
numerous small pieces of brass are intro- 
duced, which are then fused. by means of 
an oxyhydrogen blast, and thus the melted 
mass is diffused over the whole interior 
surface of the copper shell, imparting to 
it a degree of strength equal to iron. 
Another consists in the substitution of pla- 
tinum for copper, and making of a rough 
skeleton figure resembling the cast in- 
tended to be imitated, and by this means 
the inventor asserts that he can produce 
busts, statues, and other works of art in 
full relief by a single operation. A third 
process is for coating iron with copper to 
any thickness required, avoiding the use 
of the cyanide bath, a medium which is 
not only very dangerous, but quite ex- 
pensive. In addition to these reported 
improvements in the art, the French 
chemists are experimenting on the availa- 
bility of the new metal, aluminum, for 
electrotype purposes. This brilliant metal 
has not yet been produced with sufficient 
cheapness to compete with silver ; 'but 
its specific gravity is so much less than 
silver that an ounce of aluminum foil will 
cover many times the surface that would 
be covered by an ounce of silver foil. 



"Thought is deeperthan all speech; 

Feeling deeper than all thought. 
Souls to souls can never teach 

What unto themselves was taught. 

" We are spirits clad in veils ; 

Man by man was never seen : 
All our deep communing fails 

To remove the shadow}' screen." 




DOMESTIC AHT ITEMS AND 
GOSSIP. 



MONG the opening features of 
the season must be classed the 
Artists' excursion over the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railway in the early 
part of June. About twenty artists 
were favored with an invitation to trip 
it over the road, from Baltimore to 
Wheeling, on a special train, stopping for 
sketches and photographic views where 
they pleased. The courtesy was a most 
generous one on the part of the officers of 
the road, and we think will not be without a 
more material return than the usual " vote 
of thanks," generally supposed to pay for 
all general and particular gratuities. To 
show how things were done, we quote 
from a correspondent whose good fortune 
it was to have been on that " train" : — 
" The train consisted of a beautiful engine, 
dressed with gay flags ; a kitchen car, in 
which every nook and corner was piled 
with things that would delight the inner 
man ; a dining-saloon ; a parlor car, con- 
taining the requisite of one of Knabe 
& Co.'s best pianos, two dressing cars, 
containing sofas, lounges, writing-desks, 
&c. ; a car expressly fitted up for photo- 
graphic purposes ; and last, but not least, 
a smoking car, thus making a considera- 
ble show of a train." 

The Baltimore Sun of June 7th, says : 
" The party, after a most thorough and 
satisfactory trip of four davs, reached 
Wheeling on Friday afternoon. Messrs. 
Kensett, Gourlie, and Suydam, of New- 
York, and Beard and Fosdick, of Cincin- 
nati, and several others, left Wheeling for 
St. Louis by the Central Ohio and Ohio 
and Mississippi road, whose officers kind- 
ly offered the free use of their lines. 
Messrs. Strother and Durand stopped at 
Berkeley Springs on their return, and Mr. 
Hitchcock remains on the road for some 
ten days to take elaborate pencil views for 
the Illustrated London News and Harper's 
Weekly. 

" The rest of the party returned to Bal- 
timore on Saturday, including the follow- 
ing gentlemen : Messrs. Rossiter, Hicks, 
Lang, Ehninger, Mignot, Mayer, Willis 
and Thayer, and Messrs. G. W. Dobbin, 
Chas. Gillou, AVm. E. Bartlett and Robt. 
O'Neil, photographers. More than one 
hundred excellent photographic views 
were taken by the several operators, who 
had four sets of approved apparatus of 



their own in full play. Pencil sketches 
of various scenes were also taken, and the 
full length portrait of the road will no 
doubt be duly painted and engraved in all 
the many styles of modern art." 

We shall, therefore, have much of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad scenery in 
the coming winter's work. 

The anticipated arrival at New Haven, 
of the antiques (copies) furnished by the 
late lamented sculptor Bartholomew (of 
whom we speak elsewhere) for the Sino- 
nian Society of Yale College, induced the 
gathering of art works in New Haven and 
vicinity for an Art Exhibition. The whole 
thing was a great success, both in the lit- 
erary exercises attendant upon the open- 
ing, and in the character and number of 
works brought together. A correspon- 
dent thus refers to these latter : 

" In all there are in the neighborhood 
of 200 paintings — their aggregate value 
is at least $75,000. The north side of the 
hall is almost exclusively occupied with 
works by the old masters ; a portion of 
course being copies. The largest of these 
is claimed to be an original by Murillo. 
It was sent from Spain to the Cathedral 
of Mexico, where it occupied a place 
above the High Altar. It was purchased 
by its present owner, D. W. Coit, Esq., 
of Norwich, during the occupancy of 
Mexico by the United States troops This 
is flanked on the right and left by copies 
of Raphael's St. John, and a Madonna and 
child, St. Elizabeth and St. Jcrhn, by Mu- 
rillo. This, as well as an exquisite piece 
by Schidone, are the property of Joseph 
Sampson, Esq., of New- York. Another 
Murillo, the ' Teaching of St. John.' was 
purchased by D. W. Coit, Esq., during 
the revolutions in Lima, in 1823-4. Prof. 
Salisbury exhibits copies from Raphael, 
Salvator Rosa, Michael Angelo, &c. A 
' Madonna and Child' exhibited by him, is 
attributed to Lord Caraccie by a certifi- 
cate of the Academy of the Fine Arts, at 
the Bologne. Claude Lorraine, Andrew 
del Sarto, Titian, Rubens, and others of 
the old masters, are represented by co- 
pies. H. E. Pierrepont, Esq., of Brook- 
lyn, exhibits a marine view of the ' Mouth 
of the Thames,' by Stanfield. H. Bar- 
ber, of Amenia, N. Y., contributes an in- 
teresting portrait of Oliver Cromwell, 
claimed to be original. It was presented 
by the Duke of Newcastle to the father of 
the present owner. This picture occupies 
a place on the south wall, which is princi- 
pally occupied by works of modern mas- 



